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These are the pictures of a Presentation by Mike Petty.

If you would like a copy of the words that go with them contact me

I give more than 50 similar presentations on aspects of Cambridgeshire 

mikepetty13a@gmail.com

mailto:mikepetty13a@gmail.com
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Sandys Cut 

allowed vessels 

of 120 tons 

laden with coal 

and other goods, 

returning with 

corn

1901 01 09

Mr Luddington said that people might think Littleport was a plague-infested place –

(Mr Cutlack: So it is). There was nothing to prevent typhoid germs floating down the 

river from Ely, while the fen engines were constantly pouring in water that was impure. 

There was the flood time and the time when the reeds were cut and allowed to lie in the 

water and stink. Let them look up the river that day and ask themselves if the water was 

fit to drink.
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86.909



1958 04 11
Residents of New River Bank, Littleport, face14 months 
without a means of crossing the river while Sandhill Bridge is 
replaced. They will not be able to get to their allotments and 
asked the Great Ouse River Board for a temporary footbridge. 
But this would be extremely expensive. The alternative would 
be to have a man and boat on duty. This would not be cheap, 
costing £750 a year, however one could be provided at pre-
determined times each day 
58 04 11a

Rowing Eights at Littleport 1963



The Black Horse 

was first licensed in 

1825 and became a 

stopping point for 

watermen; now 

renamed the White 

Swan
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130.71
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130.154

1939 02 08

Flood waters from the 

Ouse at Littleport have 

caused residents of a 

number of houses in the 

Station Road area to 

either evacuate their 

homes or live upstairs. It 

is not the first time this 

has happened and despite 

protests nothing has been 

done. Now ratepayers are 

demanding action. The 

council are proposing to 

build a concrete wall, 

three feet high. But 

residents from the 

Holmes believe this 

would tend to flood their 

properties even more. 

Sewage matter from the 

homes was emptied on 

the gardens and it would 

be easy for bacteria to get 

into the flood waters  39 

02 08a
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56.70
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1912 02 09

The weather was brilliant and the ice splendid for the race for Littleport Skating 

Club's 50-guinea challenge cup. There was a strong wind blowing down the 

course, the winner of the toss having the advantage of the shelter of the spectators 

after the last turn, this accounting for one or two wins. This wind made the 

necessity of three races a trying ordeal. After a dispute over the toss in the final 

round C.Brett lead all the way but Greenhall, by crossing over and finishing up on 

the wrong side of the course was placed fourth.  12 02 09c & d



1929 10 31

The 17 miles of river between Ely and Denver Sluice is in an appalling condition: it literally stinks and 

is covered with dead fish throughout its length. What was a beautiful river now resembles a sewer.  

When a barge passes it stirs up the water and the stench is horrible. It is a serious menace to public 

health for it is the only water supply for the cottages and farms above Littleport Bridge. 
15
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74.44

Replaced 1966
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Cambridge - Ely Road Act 1770
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Cambridge -Ely Road Act 1770
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1927 01 01

The Great Ouse River Board heard that a number of stages 

had been erected on the banks of the Ten Mile River and 

the Wissey for loading sugar beet. The banks in many 

cases had been cut. Furthermore in loading the beet on to 

barges a quantity of earth was allowed to fall into the 

river. It should be made clear this should not be done 

without the approval of the Board. Sir Fred Hiam 

proposed notices be printed so the factories could sent one 

to each farmer who contracted with them to supply beet.
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1933 07 20
Black Horse Drove school becomes badly flooded, not only with surface water but 
with sewage, councillors heard.  Since so many more houses had been built on the 
higher land at Littleport a tremendous amount of sewage comes down whenever 
they got a heavy storm and settles in the playground. 
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106.71
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July 2015



Bank collapse
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106.77

1912 11 22

Pumps of the new engine installed at Ten Mile Bank by Littleport and Downham Commissioners 

were started for the first time. It was 1819 when they erected their first engine here, it was of 30 

hp driving a water wheel. This was replaced by an 80 hp engine in 1840 with new boilers in 1878 

and bigger scoop wheels two years later. The drainage of the future would be more difficult 

owing to the land settling in some places and several drains would have to be diverted to avoid 

the hills. 1
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The Ouse 

Continues …

But that’s 

another story …




